Curriculum Vitae

3¢ Born 11 July 1993 Monza (Italy), Italian-British nationality

P4 thea.sommerschield@gmail.com Thea SommerSChield

@ Personal website | Academia.edu | GitHub | Google Scholar

1. Academic Positions

2024-2027 : Leverhulme Early Career Fellow Leverhulme Trust - University of Nottingham
2021-2023 : Marie Sktodowska-Curie Fellow European Commission - Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
2021-2022 : CHS Fellow in Hellenic Studies Center for Hellenic Studies, Harvard University

2020 :  BSR Ralegh Radford Rome Awardee British School at Rome

2017-2019 : Craven University Fellow Faculty of Classics, University of Oxford

2. Education

2016-2021 : DPhilin Ancient History University of Oxford Awarded

2015-2016 : MStin Greek History University of Oxford Distinction-level

2012-2016 : Diploma in Humanities School of Advanced Study of Pavia lUSS  1%-class honours with distinction
2012-2015 : BAinClassics University of Pavia - Ghislieri College 1*-class honours with distinction

3. Research

2024-2027 : Projectlead: Connecting the Past- “Deep neural networks for ancient Greek networks”.
Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship, grant ECF-2023-488.

2021-2023 : Project lead: PythiaPlus - “Machine Learning for the Study of Ancient Epigraphic Cultures”.
Marie Sktodowska-Curie European postdoctoral fellowship, grant No. 101026185 under Horizon 2020.

2023-2027 Project partner: Consuming the East in Sicily - Responsible for the study of amphorae inscriptions from Himera.
FWF Austrian Sciences Fund p. 36827 - Institute for Classical Archeology, University of Vienna.

2020-2022 : Project co-lead: [thaca - “Restoring and attributing ancient Greek inscriptions with Machine Learning”.
Google DeepMind, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, University of Oxford, Athens AUEB University.

2021 . Research collaborator: |.Sicily - A digital corpus of Sicilian inscriptions.
University of Oxford - ERC “Crossreads Project”.

2019 :  Project co-lead: Pythia - “Restoring ancient text using Deep Learning: a case study on Greek epigraphy”.
University of Oxford, Google DeepMind.

2017-2018 : Project lead: ISicDef - A digital corpus of Sicilian curse tablets.
Independent research conducted at the University of Oxford.

4. Publications

Forthcoming : Sommerschield, T., Vassallo, S. “Adaptation and Synthesis: Exploring local engagement with Greek
2024 mythology and epigraphy in the Sicilian hinterland”. In Archaeopress.

In press : Sommerschield, T. “Iscrizioni su anfore greco-occidentali a Himera”. In B. Bechtold, S. Vassallo (eds.)
2024 Produzioni e circolazione delle anfore greco-occidentali (VI-V sec. a.C.): il contributo dalle necropoli di Himera.

BABESCH Supplement 49. Peeters - Leuven. 135-146.

2023 : Sommerschield, T., Vassallo, S. “Le storie di Eracle narrate a Terravecchia di Cuti: un nuovo louterion
iscritto”. In Sicilia Archeologica, 114: 33-47.

2023 :  Sommerschield, T.,* Assael, Y.,* Pavlopoulos, J.,* Stefanak, V., Senior, A., Dyer, Bodel, J., Prag, J.,
Androutsopoulos, 1., de Freitas, N. “Machine learning for ancient languages: A survey”. In Computational
Linguistics, 29(2): 1-44 [*co-first authors]. Open Access.

2022 : Assael, Y.,* Sommerschield, T.,* Shillingford, B., Bordbar, M., Pavlopoulos, J., Chatzipanagiotou, M.,
Androutsopoulos, ., Prag, J., de Freitas, N. “Restoring and attributing ancient texts with deep neural
networks.” In Nature, 603(7900): 280-283 [*co-first authors] Cover issue 10 March 2022. Open Access.

2022 : Sommerschield, T. “Predicting the past: machine learning for Greek epigraphy”. In ARGO: A Hellenic Review,
16(Autumn/Winter): 33-36.

2021 :  Prag, J., Sommerschield, T. “Sicilia epigrafica: dai depositi alla valorizzazione.” In R. Panvini, et al. (eds.) Beni
Culturali: dai depositi alla valorizzazione. Modi, forme, esperienze, norme. Mesogheia - Catania. 117-136.


mailto:thea.sommerschield@gmail.com
https://github.com/sommerschield
https://github.com/sommerschield
https://github.com/sommerschield
https://scholar.google.it/citations?user=dUifv5oAAAAJ&hl=en
https://pric.unive.it/projects/pythiaplus/home
https://klass-archaeologie.univie.ac.at/forschung/forschungsprojekte/laufend/consuming-the-east-in-sicily/
http://ithaca.deepmind.com/
http://sicily.classics.ox.ac.uk/
https://deepmind.com/research/publications/2019/Restoring-ancient-text-using-deep-learning-a-case-study-on-Greek-epigraphy
https://direct.mit.edu/coli/article/doi/10.1162/coli_a_00481/116160/Machine-Learning-for-Ancient-Languages-A-Survey
https://media.springernature.com/w2000/springer-static/cover-hires/journal/41586/603/7900
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-04448-z
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Sommerschield, T. “Restoring Ancient Text Using Machine Learning: A Case-Study on Greek and Latin
Epigraphy. Ralegh Radford Rome Awards.” In Papers of the British School at Rome, 88: 387-388.

Assael, Y.,* Sommerschield, T.,* Prag, J. “Restoring Ancient Text Using Deep Learning: A Case Study on Greek
Epigraphy.” In Proceedings of the 2019 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing
(EMNLP 2019). Association for Computational Linguistics. 6369-6376 [*co-first authors]. Open Access.

Sommerschield, T. “A New Sicilian Curse Corpus: A Blueprint for a Geographical and Chronological Analysis
of Defixiones from Sicily.” In R. Morais, et al. (eds.) Greek Art in Motion: Studies in honour of Sir John Boardman
on the occasion of his 90th birthday. Archaeopress - Oxford. 489-501.

Sommerschield, T. “A Long Way from Home: The Pertinence of Pilgrimage to Ancient Greek Religion.” In

PONS AELIUS, 13: 25-34.

5. Teaching & Supervision

2024
2023 -2024
2023 -2025
2022
2022
2022
2022 -2023
2021 -2022
2021
2021
2020
2020
2020
2012 -2014

Lecturer - MA lecture series ‘Machine Learning for ancient languages’
MA thesis co-supervisor - MA course in History of the Ancient World
PhD thesis co-supervisor - PhD course in Ancient World Studies
Lecturer - BA lecture series ‘Greek history through epigraphy’
Teaching assistant - MA lecture series ‘Roman epigraphy’

Teaching assistant - MA seminar series ‘Venice and the Classical World’
MA thesis co-supervisor - MA course in Ancient World Studies

MA thesis co-supervisor - MA course in Ancient World Studies

Guest lecturer - Proseminar in ‘Digital Humanities’

MSc thesis co-supervisor - MSc course in Statistics

MA thesis co-supervisor - MA course in Digital Humanities

Guest lecturer - MA lecture series ‘Roman epigraphy’

Guest lecturer - BA lecture series ‘Roman history and epigraphy’

Tutor - English for Cambridge English Qualifications and IELTS

6. Service work

University of Ferrara

La Sapienza University of Rome
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Ghislieri College - IUSS Pavia
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
ISAW NYU

University of Oxford

Athens University AUEB

Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
La Sapienza University of Rome

University of Pavia

2021 -
2022 -
2023 -
2023 -
2023 -2024
2023 -2024

2022 -2023
2022;2023

2021 -2023
2020 -2023
2017 -2020

Advisory board member - DM Al for Humanities group, Google DeepMind.

Google Research Innovator member - Google Cloud Research Innovator program, Google Cloud.

General editorial board member - Current Epigraphy, Institute for Classical Studies, London.

Editorial board member - Digital Classicist, Institute for Classical Studies, London.

Organising committee member- Machine Learning for Ancient Languages workshop, ACL Bangkok 2024.

Program committee board member - Language Technologies for Historical & Ancient Languages workshop,

LT4HALA Milan 2024.

Program committee board member - Ancient Language Processing workshop, RANLP Varna 2023.

Reviewer - European Research Council (ERC), Starting Grant applications.

Advisory board member - EpiSearch HTR for Epigraphic Manuscripts MUR project, University of Venice.

Steering committee member - Epigraphy.info.

Convenor - Ancient World Research Cluster AWRC, Wolfson College, Oxford.

7. Funding grants & Awards

2023
2022
2022
2021 -2023
2021
2017 -2019
2017 -2019
2016 - 2019
2017 -2019

Leverhume early career Fellowship awarded by the Leverhulme Trust

Ghislieri prize for scientific merit, awarded by Ghislieri College
“G. Sciacca” prize for young researchers, awarded by the Vatican

MSCA postdoctoral Fellowship awarded by the European Commission

“G. Nenci” prize for best doctoral thesis on ancient Sicily, awarded by Pisa SNS

Craven Committee grant for research fieldwork

Lorne Thyssen Research Fund bursary for research fieldwork
Wolfson College grant for travel abroad

Craven Fellowship for research fieldwork in Sicily and Rome

£96,000 total
Award

Award turned down
€171,473.28
€2,500

£2,000

£2,500

£1,500

£6,000


10.18653/v1/D19-1668
https://cloud.google.com/blog/topics/public-sector/announcing-new-google-research-innovators-bringing-more-science-cloud
https://currentepigraphy.org/
https://wiki.digitalclassicist.org/Main_Page
https://2024.aclweb.org/
https://circse.github.io/LT4HALA/
https://www.aclweb.org/portal/content/1st-workshop-ancient-language-processing-ranlp-2023
http://epigraphy.info/
https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/ancient-world-research-cluster-awrc
https://www.ghislieri.it/2022/10/07/associazione-alunni/cronaca-premio-ghislieri-2022/
https://premiosciacca.it/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101026185
https://saet.sns.it/en/news/giuseppe-nenci-award-2020-2/
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2016-2019 : Oxford - Wolfson Doctoral Scholarship Oxford Classics Faculty & Wolfson College Full stipend & fees
2015-2016 : Master’s Scholarship St Hugh’s College Full stipend & fees
2012-2016 : Master’s Scholarship School of Advanced Study of Pavia IUSS) €6,000

2015 1 “Giornata del laureato” award for highest ranking in year, University of Pavia Award
2012-2015 : Bachelor’s Scholarship Ghislieri College College fees

8. Media & Public Engagement

German National Radio (link) Google DeepMind video (link) EU Commission MSCA (link) #FEHIE The Paper (link)
MIT Technology Review (link) El Pais (link) University of Venice (link) Wired (link)

RAI 3 TG Leonardo (link) Oxford Classics Faculty (link) Oxford Classics Faculty (link) University of Oxford (link)
Le Monde (link) India Today (link) Frankfurter Allgemeine (link) La Repubblica (link)
Greek Ministry of Culture (link)  La Stampa (link) Corriere della Sera (link) H KaBnuepwr (link)
Google Cloud (link) The Guardian (link) DeepMind Research (link) Rai News (link)

Il Venerdi di Repubblica (link) University of Oxford (link) Oxford Classics Faculty (link) New Scientist (link)

RAI News 24 (link) Jerusalem Post (link) La Repubblica (link) TechCrunch (link)
Smithsonian Magazine (link) Wired (link) Financial Times (link) DeepMind Research (link)
New Scientist (link) The Times (link) Council of Europe (link) Newsweek (link)

Nature video (link) Nature podcast (link) The Times (link The Telegraph (link)

The Verge (link) H KaBnuepwvi (link) RAI Scuola (link)

9. Invited Lectures & Seminars

e 2024Jun  ‘Future of Classics and AI’ workshop. Society for the Promotion of Classical Studies, ICS London.
e 2024May ‘Computational Linguistics and Classics’ seminar. Digital Philology National Doctoral School, Uppsala University.
e 2024Feb  ‘Research Colloguium on Digital History’ seminar. Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin.

e 2023Sep ‘Ancient Language Processing’ workshop keynote. RANLP 2023 Recent Advances in Natural Language Processing.

e 2023May ‘Latin and the languages of ancient Italy in the age of digital corpora’ Laurence seminar. University of Cambridge.

e 2023Apr  ‘Abbreviations in Ancient and Medieval writing systems’ workshop. Merton College, Oxford.

e 2023 Mar ‘Artificial Intelligence for Greek epigraphy’ launch event keynote. National Hellenic Research Foundation -
Epigraphic Museum of Athens.

e 2023Feb  Research presentation (campus visit). Department of Classics & Center for Digital Humanities, Princeton University.

e 2023Jan  DHAI - Digital Humanities seminar panel discussant. Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris.

e 2022Nov  The Ancient World Research Cluster seminar. Wolfson College, Oxford.

e 20220ct  Ghislieri Prize keynote. Ghislieri College, Pavia.

e 2022Sep CARMEN MSCA-ITN Project conference keynote. La Sapienza Universita di Roma.

e 2022May ‘Identity, Archaeology and Semiotics’ symposium, panel chair-discussant. Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.

e 2022May ‘Channels of Digital Scholarship’ seminar. Maison frangaise, University of Oxford.

e 2022Apr  CHS Fellow presentation. Center for Hellenic Studies, Harvard University.

e 2022Mar  ‘AUEB Distinguished Lectures’ series. Athens AUEB University & Demokritos Research Centre.

e 2020Jun Digital Classicist London seminar. Institute for Classical Studies, London.

e 2020May OIKOS National Research School in Classical Studies seminar. Universities of Groeningen and Utrecht.

10. Conference Presentations

e 2022Sep  Congrés International d'Epigraphie Grecque et Latine (CIEGL) 2022. Bordeaux.

e 2022 Apr Classical Association Annual Conference 2022. Swansea.

e 2021Jun  Memoria, spazio, identita. University of St Andrews & Universita di Palermo.

e 2020Nov  Epigraphy.info Workshop V (poster). University of Leuven.

e 2020Feb  Beni Culturali. Dai Depositi alla Valorizzazione. Soprintendenza per i Beni Culturali e Ambientali di Catania.
e 2019Nov  EMNLP - IJCNLP: Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing. Hong Kong.

e 2019Nov Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning & Deep Learning in Archaeology Conference. British School at Rome.
e 2019Jun  The2"International Samson Eitrem Seminar on Magic in the Ancient World. Norwegian Institute at Athens.
e 2019Jan  Joint Annual Meeting AlA - SCS. San Diego.

e 2018Feb  Ancient World Research Cluster Colloquium. Wolfson College.

e 2018Jan  Joint Annual Meeting AIA - SCS. Boston.


https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/ki-in-der-geschichtswissenschaft-dlf-kultur-07d4d267-100.html
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https://www.rainews.it/tgr/piemonte/video/2022/10/ithaca-thea-sommerschield-yannis-assael-8daa74fd-c5a0-470b-a284-205e2eeb0f48.html?wt_mc=2.www.wzp.rainews24
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/a-new-ai-can-help-historians-decipher-damaged-ancient-greek-texts-180979736/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2311657-ai-can-help-historians-restore-ancient-texts-from-damaged-inscriptions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rq0Ex_qCKeQ
https://www.theverge.com/2022/3/9/22968773/ai-machine-learning-ancient-inscriptions-texts-deepmind-ithaca-model
https://twitter.com/GoogleDeepMind/status/1708831176910151958
https://elpais.com/ciencia/2022-05-24/una-herramienta-de-inteligencia-artificial-ayuda-a-la-restauracion-y-atribucion-de-textos-antiguos.html
https://classics.web.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/classics/documents/media/faculty_of_classics_newsletter_2022.pdf
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/meet-ithaca-artificial-intelligence-that-will-reveal-hidden-secrets-of-ancient-civilisations-1925902-2022-03-16
https://www.lastampa.it/tuttoscienze/2022/04/06/news/arriva_ithaca_l_occhio_dell_ia_che_aiuta_gli_archeologi_a_riscrivere_il_passato-2914070/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/mar/09/ai-could-decipher-gaps-in-ancient-greek-texts-say-researchers
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2022-03-09-oxford-historians-apply-state-art-ai-transform-study-ancient-texts
https://www.jpost.com/archaeology/article-701716
https://www.wired.com/story/deepmind-ai-restore-ancient-texts/?mbid=social_twitter&utm_brand=wired&utm_medium=social&utm_social-type=owned&utm_source=twitter
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ai-fills-the-gaps-in-ancient-texts-to-clear-pericles-3qccs25fv
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-00701-7
https://www.kathimerini.gr/society/561754495/apokleistiko-ithaki-ekei-poy-i-techniti-noimosyni-synanta-tin-archaia-ellada/
https://twitter.com/MSCActions/status/1722901921013629028
https://www.unive.it/pag/29596/?tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=12037&cHash=9cb6eb698ce783cd6a176caabe5be9b7
https://www.classics.ox.ac.uk/article/historians-apply-state-of-the-art-ai-to-transform-the-study-of-ancient-texts
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wissen/computer-mathematik/kuenstliche-intelligenz-ergaenzt-zerstoerte-antike-texte-17869819.html
https://www.corriere.it/tecnologia/22_marzo_10/itaca-intelligenza-artificiale-traduce-iscrizioni-latino-greco-246141b4-a064-11ec-83b4-cf7e2400b5e9.shtml
https://deepmind.com/blog/article/Predicting-the-past-with-Ithaca
https://www.classics.ox.ac.uk/article/dr-thea-sommerschield-has-won-the-2020-giuseppe-nenci-award-for-her-outstanding-dphil-disser
https://www.repubblica.it/scuola/2021/02/12/news/a-287071237/
https://www.ft.com/content/2b72ed2c-907b-11ea-bc44-dbf6756c871a?FTCamp=engage%2FCAPI%2F%2FChannel_signal%2F%2FB2B
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcpp-committee/-/cdcpp-meetings-in-2020-30-june-and-12-13-november
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/oracle-of-ai-solves-classic-conundrums-v6pdtsps0
https://www.raiplay.it/video/2022/11/Digital-World---Archeologia-digitale-7f57269d-4773-4c67-aa6d-c36094ebca30.html
https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_17036880
https://wired.me/technology/how-ai-is-digging-up-our-past/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/news/arts-blog/restoring-ancient-greek-inscriptions-using-ai-deep-learning
https://www.repubblica.it/tecnologia/2019/10/24/news/non_solo_go_l_ai_di_google_batte_anche_gli_archeologi-239393979/
https://www.kathimerini.gr/1047963/article/epikairothta/episthmh/py8ia-o-gonos-ths-google-kai-ellhna-ereynhth-poy-diavazei-misokatestrammenes-arxaies-epigrafes
https://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/media/Pythia-algoritmo-che-batte-gli-studiosi-nel-decifrare-le-iscrizioni-antiche-28e3317d-52d5-4e6a-895a-e0d9ed4840f9.html#foto-1
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2220438-deepmind-ai-beats-humans-at-deciphering-damaged-ancient-greek-tablets/
https://techcrunch.com/2019/10/18/ai-is-helping-scholars-restore-ancient-greek-texts-on-stone-tablets/
https://deepmind.com/research/publications/Restoring-ancient-text-using-deep-learning-a-case-study-on-Greek-epigraphy
https://www.newsweek.com/ai-has-learned-decipher-damaged-ancient-greek-texts-better-humans-1466946
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/11/04/cant-bear-thought-computerised-oracle-sucking-humanity-history/
mailto:https://dhistory.hypotheses.org/digital-history-forschungskolloquium/wintersemester-2023-2024
https://www.aclweb.org/portal/content/1st-workshop-ancient-language-processing-ranlp-2023
https://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/seminars/special-lectures
https://crossreads.web.ox.ac.uk/article/why-abbreviate
http://www.eie.gr/nhrf/institutes/ihr/news/2023/2023_03_16_aiGreekEpigraphy.pdf
https://www.ghislieri.it/2022/10/07/associazione-alunni/cronaca-premio-ghislieri-2022/
http://www.lust-auf-rom.de/epigraphy_info/poster/Pythia.pdf

e 2017 May
e 2017 Mar
e 2017 Jan
e 2016 Oct
e 2016 Jan
e 2014 Dec
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Conference in honour of Sir J. Boardman on the occasion of his 90* birthday. Gulbenkian Foundation Lisbon.
8™ UK Punic Network Graduate Workshop. University of Oxford.

Oxford - Princeton Ancient History Colloquium. University of Oxford.

People of the Ancient World International Conference. University of Cluj Napoca.

Oxford - Princeton Ancient History Colloquium. Princeton University.

Ghislieri College - St John’s College Graduate Workshop. University of Cambridge.

11. Outreach activities

e 2023 Sep
e 2023 May
e 2022 Nov
e 2022 Oct

‘Ithaca, one year on’ teaching impact promotional video production (link). Google DeepMind.

Marie Curie Info Day ‘How to write a successful MCIF proposal’ (link). Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.
RAI Scuola teaching initiative, for Italy’s state TV educational channel (link). RAI.

‘Al for the Humanities’ student engagement initiative. West Windsor-Plainsboro High School NJ, USA.

e 2015-2019 Outreach student volunteer. Faculty of Classics, University of Oxford.
e 2012-2015 Outreach student officer. Ghislieri College, Pavia.

12. Skills & Languages

Programming

Python programming; EpiDoc TEI in XML markup.

Machine Learning-NLP Statistical language modelling, neural networks, text pre-processing.

Data Management Tableau Public, CakePHP, MySQL, Beautiful Soup.

Other Wordpress, HTML, CSS, Agisoft PhotoScan, InDesign, Photoshop, QGIS, ArcGlIS.
Modern Languages Italian - English (Bilingual); Spanish (B2); French (C1 reading); Modern Greek (B1).
Ancient Languages Ancient Greek; Latin; Phoenician (basic).

13. Excavations & Summer Schools

2023
2022
2017-2019
2018
2017
2017
2012
2011

Epigraphic fieldwork in Himera and Palermo, Soprintendenza archeologica di Palermo.
Summer School Mediterranean Machine Learning (ML), University of Milan.
Archaeological fieldwork in Sicily as Craven Fellow, Faculty of Classics, University of Oxford.
Summer School in Ancient Greek Numismatics, National Hellenic Research Foundation (EIE)
Archaeological excavation in Mozia (Sicily), La Sapienza Universita di Roma.

Summer School in Digital Humanities and Digital Editions. Université Grenoble - Alpes.
Field survey in Papia Vegia (Pavia), University of Pavia.

Summer School in Philology and Iconography. Veneranda Biblioteca Pinacoteca Ambrosiana.

14. Society membership

e BES - British Epigraphy Society.

e AIEGL - Association Internationale d’Epigraphie Grecque et Latine

e SPHS - The Hellenic Society (Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies).
e SCS-Society for Classical Studies.

e Epigraphy.info.

15. Other Interests

Hiking in the Alps, rock climbing, classical - electronic music, greeting dogs, cooking pasta, island hopping in the Mediterranean.


https://twitter.com/GoogleDeepMind/status/1708831176910151958
https://www.unive.it/pag/12206/#:~:text=%22Sono%20molto%20grata,di%20Studi%20Umanistici.
https://www.raiplay.it/video/2022/11/Digital-World---Archeologia-digitale-7f57269d-4773-4c67-aa6d-c36094ebca30.html

